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The formal steps Suddenly in the 1890's a new light broke
of instruction upon the pedagogic scene, first in the
teachers' training colleges, and afterwards
in the primary schools. It came to England from Germany
via America. We saw in the preceding chapter how at that
time enterprising American teachers studied education in
Germany, and went back to America full of enthusiasm for the
system of educational doctrine and practice derived from the
writings of Herbart. In its own way the Herbartian system
covers the whole field of educational thought, and therefore
it cannot here be even summarized. The parts of it which
quickly became popular among progressive teachers were the
theory of correlation of subjects, already explained, and, more
noteworthy still, the theory of the "formal steps of instruc-
tion." Herbart, or, more strictly, his followers and expounders,
formulated the "steps" which, of psychological necessity as
they supposed, every new lesson ought to take. One might
choose an example from any subject taught to pupils of any
age. Let us take as our example a lesson on the honey-bee,
intended for pupils of about thirteen years. We give the
briefest notes, adapted from a book very well known in its day.1
Aim. We are to learn to-day about the honey-bee.
Step L  Preparation.  Before we examine it more closely, tell
me what you know about it.
Step.2. Presentation of the new.
(1) The kinds of bees; queen, workers, drones; their structure.
(2) The bee community and their social life.
(3)  Religious significance of bees among different nations.
(4) Countries where honey is now chiefly produced.
Step 3.  Comparison, or formation of concepts.
(1) Comparison of working bee with queen and with drone.
1FelkuiTs Introduction to Herbart's Education, p. 118.